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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Trusted Domain Project (hereinafter “TDP”) is a public interest non-profit California 
corporation dedicated to the development and advancement of open standards and open 
software furthering the goal of restoring public trust in the use of domain names on the 
Internet. 
 
In all matters of copyright and document procedures within TDP, the intent is to benefit 
the community and the public at large, while respecting the legitimate rights of others.  
This policy applies to all such matters. 
 
II. DEFINITIONS 
 
A “Contribution” is any oral or written submission, comment, or discussion, made in the 
context of an activity of the TDP, including but not limited to mailing lists, conference 
calls, source code repositories, meetings, documents, and databases. 
 
A “Contributor” is any individual submitting a Contribution. 
 
“Copyright” is the legal right granted to an author in a document or other work of 
authorship under applicable law.  An author often cedes these rights to their employer or 
other parties as a condition of employment or compensation. 
 
The terms “Initiative” and “Manager” are defined in the TDP Initiative Policy. 
 
III. GENERAL 
 
In order for Contributions to be used within the auspices of TDP or one of its Initiatives, 
including when they are published, certain limited rights must be granted to TDP.  In 
addition, Contributors must be able to make representations to TDP regarding their 
ability to grant these rights. 
 
By submission of a Contribution, each person actually submitting the Contribution and 
each named co-Contributor is deemed to have read and understood this policy.  Each 
Contributor is deemed, by the act of submitting a Contribution, to enter into a legally-
binding agreement to comply with the terms and conditions set forth in this policy. 
The Contributor is further deemed to have agreed that he/she has obtained the necessary 
permissions to enter into such an agreement from any party that the Contributor 
reasonably and personally knows may have rights in the Contribution, including, but not 
limited to, the Contributor’s sponsor or employer. 



 
No further acknowledgement, signature, or other action is required to bind a Contributor 
to these terms and conditions.  The operation of the TDP and the work conducted by its 
various participants is dependent on such agreement by each Contributor, and each 
participant expressly relies on the agreement of each Contributor to the terms and 
conditions set forth in this policy. 
 
It is incumbent upon the Board, and the Managers of Initiatives, to notify and periodically 
remind participants in TDP activities that their Contributions are covered by this policy, 
which affects their rights regarding those Contributions. 
 
IV. CONFIDENTIALITY 
 
No information or document that is subject to any requirement of confidentiality or any 
restriction on its dissemination may be submitted as a Contribution or otherwise 
considered in any TDP activity, and there must be no assumption of any confidentiality 
obligation with respect to any Contribution.  Each Contributor agrees that any statement 
in a Contribution, whether generated automatically or otherwise, that states or implies 
that the Contribution is confidential or subject to any privilege, can be disregarded for all 
purposes, and will be of no force or effect. 
 
V. RIGHTS GRANTED 
 
To the extent that a Contribution or any portion thereof is protected by copyright or other 
rights of authorship, the Contributor and each named co-Contributor grant a perpetual, 
irrevocable, non-exclusive, royalty-free, world-wide, sublicensable right and license to 
TDP under all such copyrights and other rights in the Contribution: 
 

1. to copy, publish, display, and distribute the Contribution, in whole or in part, 
2. to prepare translations of the Contribution into languages other than English, in 

whole or in part, and to copy, publish, display, and distribute such translations or 
portions thereof, 

3. to modify or prepare derivative works (in addition to translations) that are based 
on or incorporate all or part of the Contribution, and to copy, publish, display, and 
distribute such derivative works, or portions thereof unless explicitly disallowed 
in the notices contained in a Contribution (in the form specified by the Legend 
Instructions), and 

4. to reproduce any trademarks, service marks, or trade names that are included in 
the Contribution solely in connection with the reproduction, distribution, or 
publication of the Contribution and derivative works thereof as permitted by this 
Section, provided that when reproducing Contributions, trademark and service 
mark identifiers used in the Contribution, including ™ and ®, will be preserved. 

 
VI. SUBLICENSE 
 



TDP hereby grants a sublicense of these rights to the general public, provided the above 
copyright notice is retained in any copies and derivative works. 
 
VII. NO PATENT LICENSE 
 
The licenses granted in Section V shall not be deemed to grant any right under any 
patent, patent application, or other similar intellectual property right disclosed by the 
Contributor. 
 
VIII. REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES 
 
With respect to each Contribution, each Contributor represents that, to the best of their 
knowledge and ability: 
 

1. The Contribution properly acknowledges all Contributors, including any Indirect 
Contributors. 

2. No information in the Contribution is confidential, and TDP, and its affiliated 
organizations, may freely disclose any information in the Contribution. 

3. There are no limits to the Contributor's ability to make the grants, 
acknowledgments, and agreements herein that are reasonably and personally 
known to the Contributor. 

4. The Contributor has not intentionally included in the Contribution any material 
that is defamatory or untrue or which is illegal under the laws of the jurisdiction 
in which the Contributor has his or her principal place of business or residence. 

5. All trademarks, trade names, service marks, and other proprietary names used in 
the Contribution that are reasonably and personally known to the Contributor are 
clearly designated as such where reasonable. 

 
IX. NO DUTY TO PUBLISH 
 
The Contributor, and each named co-Contributor, acknowledges that TDP has no duty to 
publish or otherwise use or disseminate any Contribution.  TDP reserves the right to 
withdraw or cease using any Contribution that does not comply with the requirements of 
this policy. 
 
X. TRADEMARKS 
 
Contributors who claim trademark rights in terms used in their TDP Contributions are 
requested to state specifically what conditions apply to implementers of the technology 
relative to the use of such trademarks.  Such statements should be made to the Board of 
Directors, or to the Manager of the relevant Initiative who will then forward that claim to 
the Board. 
 
XI. COPYRIGHT IN OUTPUT 
 



Subject to each Contributor's (or its sponsor's) ownership of its underlying Contributions 
as described above (which ownership is qualified by the irrevocable licenses granted 
under Section V), each Contributor hereby acknowledges that the copyright in any TDP 
publication in which such Contribution is included shall be owned by TDP.  Such   
Contributor shall be deemed to assign to TDP such Contributor's copyright interest in the 
collective work constituting the output upon the submission of such output for 
publication, and acknowledges that a copyright notice acknowledging TDP ownership of 
the copyright in such output will be included in the published output. 
 
Any document of any kind, including but not limited to documentation, educational 
materials, and source code, that contains a Contribution submitted under this policy shall 
indicate that TDP has the rights to use the Contributions contained therein by including 
this notation near the top or bottom of the document: 
 
 Copyright © (year), The Trusted Domain Project.  All rights reserved. 
 
XII. CONTRIBUTORS’ RETENTION OF RIGHTS 
 
Although Contributors provide specific rights to TDP, it is not intended that this should 
deprive them of their right to exploit their Contributions.  To underscore this principle, 
TDP will upon request issue a license or assurance to Contributors, which confirms that 
they may each make use of their Contributions as published in any TDP output in any 
way they wish, subject only to the restriction that no Contributor has the right to represent 
any document as a product of TDP, or equivalent to same, if it is not a full and complete 
copy or translation of a published output of TDP. 
 


